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* Pollutants in the air can damage the ozone layer
which protects the earth from the harmful rays of the sun.They
can create acid rain, which harms trees and lakes. ‘Greenhouse
gases’ like carbon dioxide, which is released when forests are

cut and fossil fuels burnt, are leading to climate change.
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* Population pressures and poverty aggravate the
situation, as land and natural resources are over-exploited.
The poorest people suffer most, because they do not have
access to the natural resources they need to live well, and
have fewer alternatives to meet their daily needs when the
environment is degraded.

* Maximise environmental resources:
reduce, repair, re-use, recycle, and develop
production techniques that are less polluting

and more efficient.
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* Use environmentally-friendly
technologies, and improve agricultural

* Protect land and water resources by
the safe management and disposal of sewage and

other waste.
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* Develop and implement strong
national and international laws that
promote environmental conservation and the

sustainable use of resources.
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practices to curb the increase in carbon dioxide.



We work as a trusted partner for all Commonwealth people as: a force for
peace, democracy, equality and good governance; a catalyst for global
consensus-building; and a source of assistance for sustainable development
and poverty eradication.
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PAPUA NEW GUINEA Port Moresby i SWAZILAND L ELENE
ST KITTS AND NEVIS  Basseterre TONGA Nuku’alofa
ST LUCIA s TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO Port of Spain
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THE GRENADINES Kingstown ~ UGANDA Kampala
SAMOA e UNITED KINGDOM ~ London
Overseas territories: Anguilla, Bermuda, British Antarctic Territory,
. . British Indian Ocean Territory, British Virgin Islands, Cayman Islands,
SEYCHELLES Victoria Falkland Islands, Gibraltar, Montserrat, Pitcairn, Henderson, Ducie and
Oeno Islands, St Helena and St Helena Dependencies (Ascension and

Tristan da Cunha), South Georgia and the South Sandwich Islands, and
Turks and Caicos Islands
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VANUATU Port Vila
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